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Open Letter to WIPO Director General Daren Tang 

Women and IP: Accelerating Innovation and Creativity

CELEBRATING 2023 
WORLD IP DAY

Dear Director-General Daren Tang, 

As a global coalition of 110 public policy organizations from 53 countries, we are pleased to 
celebrate World Intellectual Property Day alongside WIPO once again. 

This year’s theme “Women and IP: Accelerating innovation and creativity” highlights the important 
contribution of women in innovation.  

As women shape the present and the future, policymakers must ensure the right of women to create 
and own their works is protected. According to the Gender Equality component of the International 
Property Rights Index, there is a deep gender-rights disparity in some countries and regions. 
Simply, not all women enjoy the same freedoms to participate in the innovation economy. 

The four worst-performing indicators in regard to the Gender Equality component of the 
International Property Rights Index are: Women’s Access to Social Rights, Inheritance Practices, 
Women’s Access to Land Ownership, and Access to Property Other than land. Without these 
indicators improving to parity, it will be impossible for women to fully participate in the social and 
economic life of their country, robbing the world of their potential groundbreaking contributions to 
science and innovation.   

IP RIGHTS IGNITE INNOVATION 

Intellectual property (IP) rights are a central pillar to sustaining continued advancement of 
technologies that save lives, improve productivity, and pave the way to a future of prosperity and 
abundance. This is accomplished by securing, for a limited time, the rights of artists, inventors, and 
businesses the ability to own their work exclusively.  

This protection gives creators and innovators the ability to monetize their works, and provides a 
financial incentive for continued innovation. It allows bakers, engineers, and scientists the ability to 
share their knowledge, recipes, processes, and even methods with manufacturers as they have the 
secure backing of IP preventing unsanctioned and substandard production.  
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IP is a critical component of a thriving and dynamic economy, making it a vital cornerstone for 
economic growth and prosperity. This is reflected in the International Property Rights Index 
which finds that advanced economies have steadily improved their protection of property rights, 
especially IP rights.1 It also finds that finally the gap between these protections and the rest of the 
world is closing. In 2007 the score for advanced economies in protection of IP was 45 percent 
greater than the rest of the world, today it is 33 percent greater.   

The study finds a strong IP rights ecosystem correlates to greater GDP per capita, a more 
environmentally sustainable economy, a robust innovation environment, and a thriving biotech 
sector to name a few indicators.   

IP RIGHTS SAFEGUARD A THRIVING AND HEALTHY WORLD 

IP rights play a critical role in promoting health by providing incentives for the development of new 
and innovative medical treatments, drugs, and technologies. These incentives contribute to de-
risking investments and financing the next generation of medicines that will allow people all over 
the world to live longer healthier lives. 

Drug development pushes the boundaries of known science, it’s not straightforward and far from 
guaranteed. In fact, according to the latest studies, 91 percent2 to 86 percent3 of new drugs fail 
to get market approval. Of the drugs that do, the full process from lab to doctor script takes on 
average 10.5 years4 and can cost as much as $2.6 billion.5 Without the incentive of secure exclusive 
ownership, this process wouldn’t be possible. 

IP rights backed by the Trade-Related Aspects on Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement 
has fueled biopharmaceutical innovation and enhanced access to medicines. Unfortunately, some 
countries have used the COVID-19 pandemic to try to weaken IP regimes. The most extreme 
examples include suspending portions of the very same TRIPS Agreement that allowed them to 
play a leading role in ending the pandemic. IP has never been a barrier to access: indeed, it has 
facilitated the hundreds of collaborations necessary to develop a global surplus of vaccines and 
therapeutics critical to the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic.  

IP RIGHTS FUEL ECONOMIC GROWTH 

Thomas Edison, the inventor of the lightbulb, phonograph, and the motion picture camera once 
said “Anything that won’t sell, I don’t want to invent. Its sale is proof of utility, and utility is success.” 
This reminds us that behind the artistic works, trademarks, and inventions protected by IP rights is a 
potential industry that can mature into an institution employing millions of people.   

1. https://atr-ipri22.s3.amazonaws.com/IPRI_ExecSummary2022_v5.pdf
2. https://archive.bio.org/media/press-release/new-study-shows-rate-drug-approvals-lower-previously-reported 
3. https://mitsloan.mit.edu/press/measuring-risks-and-rewards-drug-development-new-research-mit-shows-success-rates-clini-

cal-trials-are-higher-previously-though
4. https://www.bio.org/blogs/how-long-does-it-take-get-drug-approved
5. https://www.genengnews.com/news/tufts-study-pegs-drug-development-approval-cost-at-2-6b/
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In the United States, IP-intensive industries account for 44 percent of total employment, and jobs in 
these industries came with a 60 percent weekly wage premium over jobs in other industries.6 As of 
2019, IP-intensive industries represented 83.3 million jobs in the European Union, or 38.9 percent of 
total employment. These jobs came with a 47 percent wage premium over jobs in non-IP-intensive 
industries in the EU.7 Globally, the UN estimates IP- intensive industries provide 6.2 percent of all 
employment generating nearly 50 million jobs.8

As exports of IP-intensive goods and services continue to grow, up to $524 million in goods and 
$1.1 trillion in services9 so do counterfeits and other forms of IP theft threatening these jobs and 
the economy they serve. The OECD estimates 3.3 percent of global trade is counterfeit or pirated 
goods, virtually equivalent in value to legally traded IP-intensive goods.  

The 2021 International Trade Barrier Index (TBI), identifying the most direct and indirect trade 
barriers, found that enforcement of IP rights correlates to a strong trade-facilitating environment, 
reduced corruption, and a prosperous economy.10 This helps promote cross-border trade and 
investment, boost economic growth, and support job creation. 

WIPO MUST PROTECT IP 

A future of abundance marked by dynamic economies, thriving populations, and continued 
revolutionary innovation demands that IP be protected. WIPO plays a critical role to make this happen.

By administering various international treaties, WIPO helps to create a level playing field for IP 
owners around the world, thereby promoting economic and social development.11

We have to continue emphasizing international cooperation to solve global issues and with a 
dedicated agency such as WIPO, the cooperation and coordination between different countries 
on IP matters can be significantly facilitated. Having WIPO oversee and coordinate IP protection on 
a global scale must be the highest priority in ensuring a fair and effective IP system in the future.  

6. https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/uspto-ip-us-economy-third-edition.pdf
7. https://euipo.europa.eu/tunnel-web/secure/webdav/guest/document_library/observatory/documents/IPContributionStudy/

IPR-intensive_industries_and_economicin_EU/WEB_IPR_intensive_Report_2019.pdf
8. https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ditctsce2022d1_en.pdf
9. IBID
10. https://atr-tbi19.s3.amazonaws.com/TBI_ExecSummary_2021_FINAL.pdf
11. https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_pub_450_2020.pdf
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Aldo Abram
Director Ejecutivo, Fundación 

“Libertad y Progreso” 
Argentina

Garret Edwards
Director of Legal Research, 

Fundación Libertad 
Argentina

Jonas Torrico
Executive Director, Asociación 
Argentina de Contribuyentes 

Argentina

Francisco Isetta
President, 

Fundación FREE 
Argentina

Maria L. Vazquez
Dean,  

Universidad San Andres 
Argentina

MartÍn Simonetta
Executive Director, Fundación 
Atlas para una Sociedad Libre 

Argentina

Armen Arzumanyan
Chairman, Institute of Nations 

Development Foundation 
Armenia

Brian Marlow
President,  

Australian Taxpayers’ Alliance 
Australia

Barbara Kolm
Director,  

Austrian Economics Center 
Austria
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Richard Zundritsch
Board Member,  
Hayek Institut 

Austria

Gunther Fehlinger
Chairman,  

Europeans for Tax Reform 
Austria

Antonio Picasso
Director,  

Institute of Free Choice 
Belgium

Pieter Cleppe
Editor-in-chief, 
Brussels Report 

Belgium

Witold de Chevilly
Executive Director,  

New Direction 
Belgium

Sergio Daga
Vice-Rector, Universidad Privada 

de Santa Cruz de la Sierra 
Bolivia

Vladimir Maciel
Head, Centro Mackenzie de 

Liberdad Econômica 
Brazil

Peter Holle
President, Frontier Centre  

for Public Policy 
Canada

Scott Hennig
CEO, Canadian  

Taxpayers Federation 
Canada

Andrés Barrientos
President,  

Ciudadano Austral Foundation 
Chile

José Francisco Lagos
Executive Director,  

Instituto Res Publica 
Chile

Pablo Eguiguren
Director de políticas públicas,  

Libertad y Desarrollo 
Chile
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Andrés Barrientos
President,  

Ciudadano Austral Foundation 
Chile

Carlos Augusto Chacón Monsalve
Academic Director, Instituto de 

Ciencia Política Hernán Echavarria 
Colombia

Luis E. Loria
President,  

IDEAS Labs 
Costa Rica

Monika Melo
Vice Chancellor for Research, 

Instituto OMG 
Dominican Republic

Jose Andrade
Advisor,  

IEEP 
Ecuador

Mahmoud Farouk
Founder, Egyptian Center for 
Public Policy Studies (ECCPS) 

Egypt

Emad Naguib
Director,  

Cairo Liberal Club 
Egypt

Nicolas Lecaussin
Director,  

IREF Europe 
France

Paata Sheshelidze
President,  

New Economic School 
Georgia

Michael Jaeger
Security General,  

Bavarian Taxpayer Assiciation 
Germany

Michael Jaeger
President, Taxpayers 

Association of Europe 
Germany

Armin Petschner-Multari
Founder, 

The Republic 
Germany



- 7 -

Wolfgang Müller
Executive Director,  

Institute for Free Enterprise 
Germany

Alexander Skouras
President,  

Center for Liberal Studies 
Greece

Maria Andrea Caceres
Executive Director, Observatorio 

de Derechos de Propiedad 
Guatemala

Guillermo Peña
President,  

Fundación Eléutera 
Honduras

Magnus Orn Gunnarsson
Chief Executive Officer, Centre 

for Social and Economic Research 
Iceland

Alfian Banjaransari
Country Manager, Indonesia 
Center for Market Education 

Indonesia

Gary Kavanaugh
Director,  

Edmund Burke Institute 
Ireland

Lakshmi Sampath Goyal
CEO,  

Centre for Civil Society 
India

Cesare Galli
Founding and Managing 

Partner, IP LAW GALLI 
Italy

Pietro Paganini
Chair & Curiosity Officer, 

Competere.eu 
Italy

Giuseppe Sabella
Director, 
Think-In 

Italy

Masaru Uchiyama
President, 

Japanese for Tax Reform 
Japan
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Yuya Watase
Chairman,  

Pacific Alliange Institute 
Japan

Carmelo Ferlito
CEO, 

Center for Market Education 
Malaysia

Tricia Yeoh
CEO, Institute for Democracy 
and Economics Affairs (IDEAS) 

Malaysia

Roberto Salinas-Leon
Executive Director, Center for 
Latin America, Atlas Network 

Mexico

Bertha Pantoja
Executive Director,  

Caminos de la Libertad 
Mexico

Khaliun Chimeddorj
General Manager,  

Silk Road Foundation 
Mongolia

Deependra Chamlagain
Director,  

Samriddhi Foundation 
Nepal

Jordan Williams
Executive Director, New 

Zealand Taxpayers’ Union 
New Zealand

Leonard Ogunweide
Chief Executive Officer, Face 

of Liberty International 
Nigeria

Ali Salman
Executive Director, Policy 

Research Institute of Market 
Economy (PRIME), Pakistan

Raza Ullah
President,  

Alternate Solutions Institute 
Pakistan

Omar Shaban
Director, Palthink for  

Strategic Studies 
Palestinian Territories
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Federico Rabino
CEO, Instituto Fernando  

de la Mora 
Paraguay

Jose Tapia
Executive Director, 

Instituto de Libre Empresa 
Peru

Jose Ignacio Beteta
President, Asociacion de 
Contribuyentes del Peru 

Peru

Bienvenido Oplas, Jr.
President,  

Minimal Government Thinkers 
The Philippines

Marcin Nowacki
Head,  

European Enterprise Alliance 
Poland

Tomasz Wroblewski
CEO,  

Warsaw Enterprise Institute 
Poland

Milos Nikolic
President, 

Libek 
Serbia

Stefan Acimovic
European Programs Manager, 

Students For Liberty 
Serbia

Bryan Cheang
Director,  

Adam Smith Centre 
Singapore

Tanja Porcnik
President,  

Visio Institute 
Slovenia

Kelly Kwak
Secretary General, Center for 

Free Enterprise 
South-Korea

Diego Sanchez de la Cruz
CEO,  

Foro Regulacion Inteligente 
Spain
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Javier Hurtado Mira
Chairman, Democratic Youth 

Community of Europe (DEMYC) 
Spain

Ignacio Arsuaga
President, 
CitizenGO 

Spain

Javier Santacruz
Senior Economist,  

Fundación Civismo 
Spain

Anders Ydstedt
Chairman, 

Scensk Tidskrift 
Sweden

Ho-Don Yan
Professor,  

Feng Chia University 
Taiwan

Evans Exaud
Executive Director, 

Liberty Sparks 
Tanzania

Kittiphol Tirasopin
Researcher, Institute of Future 

Studies for Development 
Thailand

Bican Sahin
President, Freedom  

Research Association 
Turkey

Arthur Odong
Operations Coordinator,  

AFODI 
Uganda

Julia Kril
President, Bringing Europeans 

Together Association 
Ukraine

Nataliya Melnyk
Executive Director, Bendukidze 

Free Market Center 
Ukraine

Cristina Berechet
Secretary General, World 
Taxpayers Associations 

United Kingdom



- 11 -

Christopher Snowdon
Head of Lifestyle Economics, 
Institute of Economic Affairs 

United Kingdom

Philip Stevens
Executive Director,  
Geneva Network 
United Kingdom

John O’Connell
Chief Executive,  

TaxPayers’ Alliance 
United Kingdom

Ashley Baker
Director of Public Policy, 

Committee for Justice 
United States

David Williams
President,  

Taxpayers Protection Alliance 
United States

Stephen Ezell
Vice President, Information 
Technology & Innovation 

Foundation, United States

Tom Schatz
President, Citizens Against 

Government Waste 
United States

Grover Norquist
President,  

Americans for Tax Reform 
United States

James Erwin
Executive Director,  

Digital Liberty 
United States

Sean O’Connor
Professor & Faculty Director, 

Center for Intellectual Property 
x Innovation Policy (GMU), 

United States

Michael Bowman
President,  

ALEC Action 
United States

Lisa B. Nelson
CEO, American Legislative 

Exchange Council 
United States
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Karen Kerrigan
President & CEO, Small Business 

& Entrepreneurship Council 
United States

Lorenzo Montanari
Executive Director, 

Property Rights Alliance 
United States

Luca Bertoletti
Senior Government Affairs 

Manager, Consumer Choice 
Center, United States

Matthew Kandrach
President, Consumer Action for 

a Strong Economy (CASE) 
United States

Timothy Lee
Senior Vice President of Legal 
and Public Affairs, Center for 

Individual Freedom, United States

Tom Giovanetti
President,  

Institute for Policy Innovation 
United States

Deborah Collier
Executive Director, CAGW’s 

Innovation & Technology Policy 
Center, United States

Alejandro A. Chafuen
President, International 
Freedom Educational 

Foundation (IFEF), United States

Rod Richardson
Cochair, Clean Capitalist 

Leadership Council 
United States

Eli M. Gold
President, Gold Institute for 

International Strategy 
United States

Frank Zimmermann
Director,  

Liberty Plus Foundation 
United States

Alonso Dominguez
Director,  

A.C. Liderazgo y Vision 
Venezuela
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Edmundo Sánchez
Professor, Universidad Central 

de Venezuela 
Venezuela

Rocio Giujarro
General Manager,  
CEDICE Libertad 

Venezuela

Gabriel Harris
Researcher,  

Un Estado de Derecho 
Venezuela

Luis Mena
Executive Director, 

CIVITAS Venezuela, AC 
Venezuela

Sary Levy Carciente
Economist, National Academy 
of Economics Science (ANCE) 

Venezuela


